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Response to COVID 19 (Novel Coronavirus) after the classification change

The Infectious Diseases Control Law classifies infectious diseases into Class 1 through 5 based on their
infectiousness and severity, in which measures that the government can take to prevent the spread of infections
differ.

COVID-19 was categorized as “the Novel Influenza and other diseases category”, which is equivalent to Class 2.
However, starting from May 8, 2023, it is reclassified as Class b.

Japan’s infection control measures change from those based on the government’s requests and interventions to
ones that is based on the voluntary efforts of individuals, respecting individuals’ choices.

Reference:Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare
https://www.mhlw.go.ip/stf/covid-19/kenkou-iryousoudan 00006.html

- This document consists of reproduced materials including information on the contents of initiatives at the time when they were announced,
materials that were reported at meetings, etc., and published materials.
There may therefore be differences from analyses conducted using the latest data, and there may be descriptions of initiatives that have
already been completed.
- The terms and expressions used in this document may not always be consistent.
- Contact information (such as telephone numbers) printed in brochures, etc. has been omitted, as it may no longer be in use.

- Please refer to the URLs listed for further details on various initiatives.


https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/covid-19/kenkou-iryousoudan_00006.html
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