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Risky Business

he parties took place twice o week in
Ta theee-roam apartment, soundproafed

for the sake of the naighbors, on Taipel's
hopping Nongan Street, The guests—all
of thom men—paid $7.50 aplece, then
stripped down 10 their underpants,
depositing their street clothes In lockors at
the door, When Taipel police crashed one of
the parties two Saturdays ago In search of
lcit drugs, thay found what they wore
looking for: ecstasy, ketamine and
marijuana, They also found 92 guys In their
Skiwies, plus substantisl numbeérs of used
and unused condoms, The headlines the next
day describod o HALF-NAKED CRAZY PARTY.

When humiliating photos of the busted

MSM®1T

men wore broadcast on local television, gay
groups criticized the police for harassment.
But last Tuesday tha police released the
results of blood tosts forced on the young
men, showing that 28 of them were HIV
positive, Officiaily, Taiwan has only 5,251
people living with HIV out of & popuiation of
23 million, “The department used 1o think it
had ungderestimatad the nathon’s infected
population by 10%~15%." says Health
Minister Chen Chien-jen. Tho tosts on the
party goers, Chen says, suggost the roal HIV
figures may be considerably higher,

The men who knaw they wore MIV
positive might be prosecuted for intentionally
putting sex partners at risk. Will that inhibit
Talwan's Increasingly free-wheeling gay
scene? May Chiu, head of the Garden of
Maorcy Foundation, an AIDS support group,
says she's heard of similar soirées with 600
porticipants. “Somo AIDS pationts,” she

says, "tend to party like thera's no
~ By Joyco
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