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(R 1] (AT b AARIZIRE L2 N & OXFER)
A : Hi, Alex. Isee you're back from Sydney.
B : Yes, it was great. Even though it’s winter there, there was a lot of sunshine.
But I kept up with the news in Japan, and I read that the skies were pretty
( ).
A : Yes, there was a long stretch when we barely saw the sun.
O Dblue
@ bright
@ clear
@ fine
® gray
(F 2] (BROF7eMEDIT < T, SMEAFRITE L@ ) §280 DA L DRFER)
A : I'd like to buy a weekly pass. Can I do that here?
B:( ). It might be best to try the ticket window.

A : Thanks. TIwill.
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I'm not sure
Yes, you can
No, you don’t
I'm afraid so

I don’t mind
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: Hey, Tatsuya! It’s your first meeting. Are you ( )?
: Hey. Um, should I be?
: Well, Mr. Lee is very strict when it comes to meetings.

: Now I'm worried.

happy
hungry
nervous
sleepy

tired

4] (Bl D3ER)

: Mom, have you checked the mailbox yet today? I'm expecting something

important.

: Yes, but we didn’t get any mail today. What are you expecting?

: Grandma is sending me some old family photos. I’'m going to use them for a

class project.

: Oh, Daniel, I completely ( )! A letter for you from Grandma arrived

yesterday.

forgot to tell her
forgot to tell you
forgot telling you
remember to tell her

remember telling you



([ 5) (BEHTFERG COEh)
: Hi, Jack. It's Mika. Where are you? I got to the restaurant 20 minutes ago.
: 'm sorry, Mika. My taxi’s stuck in traffic. Downtown is a real mess!

: What happened? Was there an accident or something?

@ > W >

: No. They'’re doing some ( ). Tlltry to get there as soon as possible.

hiking
net shopping
fire fighting

road construction
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party
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Jenny :

Rio :

Jenny :

Rio :

Jenny :

Rio :

Jenny :

Rio :

Jenny :

Rio :

What’s that small thing hanging onto your handbag?

Oh, this? ) Let me show you. It’s a shopping bag, which Japanese call an

eco-bag.

Oh, you mean an environmentally friendly shopping bag? Great. It looks so
fashionable too.

Right, and it can be folded into the palm like this, so I can take it anywhere.
( B)

That explains why I saw Japanese ladies carrying bags with “I'm not a plastic
bag” written on them in the supermarket the other day. I was wondering why
they had to say something obvious like “it’s not a plastic bag.”

Ha ha. That’s funny. You know, we often take it for granted that paper bags
are much more environmentally friendly than plastic bags, but ( C ) a news
article I read the other day, it may not be true.

What do you mean? Then, plastic bags are environmentally healthier than
paper bags?

No, no, what I mean is both types of bags have problems, which justifies using
an eco-bag as our first choice.

m That makes sense. But at the same time, we should use one bag for a long

time, then. Otherwise it’ll result in the same problem as the plastic bags,
won’t it?

That’s right. @® I couldn’t agree with you more on that.

il (&5 EFRICR D720 0ESFEOSAI] LY
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I will give it to you.
I will show it to you.
I want you to show it to me.

Please give it to me.

© ® 68 0 6

Please show it to me.

(R912) Z2F ( B ) IZYTIEEA 0L LTHELEIAR LD, RO HOEND,

Very inconvenient, are you?
Very convenient, aren’t you?
Very convenient, can it?

Very inconvenient, is it?

© ® 0 0 6

Very convenient, isn’t it?

(RT13) 2gF (  C ) IZYTIEESA b0 L LTHRLEIZR DI, RO 5> HOEND,

according to
because of
in fact

instead of
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out of



(R 14) TFH#EEBo That makes sense. Z[F UBEWRIZZAR D L HlcEE#z /L&, UTD
ZERTICY CITEDEE L TR DY R LD, RO HO ENRD,

=1 can ( ) what you mean.

touch
taste
smell

see

© e 68 0 6

hear

(B9 15) T#%@® Icouldn’t agree with you more on that. D XD EMKE L Thi bt
HDIE, KD I HOENDN,

I could agree with you a little on that.
I couldn’t agree with you for the most part on that.
I really agree with you on that.

I didn’t agree with you on that.

© ® 6 0 6

I couldn’t agree with you on that.
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One of my first memories of Japan is partying under the cherry trees in Kyoto. 1
can’t remember exactly what we ate and drank, but I remember everything was
delicious and very Japanese. Since that Aanami party, about 20 years ago, I've often
thought of April in Japan and how different it is from our April here in the US.

I always loved that school starts in Japan when cherry trees are ( A ) full bloom.

What better way to begin a new school year or a new job? It doesn’t really matter that

(A ) a couple of months, students ) [ be / going / of / tired / will | to class and new
employees will probably be exhausted from their jobs. April is all about starting fresh

and hoping for the best.

The second expression is harsher: “April is the cruelest month.” This is the first
line of T. S. Eliot’s famous poem, “The Wasteland.” Though a lot of people have never

read the poem, almost everyone has heard the expression about April being cruel.

The first, “April showers bring May flowers,” is hopeful at least. The literal
meaning is simply that we need the rain in April so flowers will bloom in May.

Metaphorically speaking, it means something like “bad times often lead to good.”

Meanwhile in the US, the school year is winding down in April. Spring Break is
over and most students and teachers want May to hurry up because that’s when
classes end and seniors graduate. April has no special significance for people in the

workforce either.

Why is it cruel? Some say it’s because April is a time of new beginnings and
promise, with the earth coming back to life all around us. We long for that kind of
renewal in our own lives too but can’t seem to attain it. That’s where the cruelty

comes in. April teases us with what we can’t have.




Of course, it is the beginning of spring, and most people are happy about the
warmer weather. But, in fact, the two most famous expressions about April are not so

cheery.

Cruel or not, April certainly has a different cultural meaning in Japan and the US.
I always remember Japan’s beautiful cherry blossoms in April, but no matter where I

am, I know that summer’s not far behind, and that’s always a good thing.
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3 &H 5%H
@D be going
@ going be
@ will of
@ going tired
® tired going
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April is considered cruel in America because

employees become exhausted from their jobs in April.

the school year is coming to an end in April.

it is a stormy season and they have much rain in April.

they can’t attain renewal like the nature around them in April.

spring break is over in April, and they have to start working.
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